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Dear Reader,

Children are an important part of our families and our
communities. All throughout the Bible we also see the
important role children can play when we fan the flames
of their faith. That is why we are pleased to present this
compilation of stories for you to read with the children in
your life.

These five stories are part of a larger Bible-based literacy
program called Mission: Literacy™. It was created to help
children learn about the Bible while reinforcing the critical
literacy skills they need to be successful in life.

We encourage you to copy and share this resource with
other families in hopes of sparking deeper conversations
about the life and journey of Jesus Christ. We also hope
that the engaging illustrations and simple text will draw
your children into many more encounters with the Bible,
and that together you will discover its life-changing
message.

Happy Reading!
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It was winter, and it was cold.
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Even so, Mary and Joseph had to go. ..




to Bethlehem.



It was a long way!
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When they got there

they went to the inn.
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The innkeeper said, “The inn is full.
But you can stay with the animals.”
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the baby was born.



Mary dressed him



and laid him in a manger . . .




to sleep.
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Outside Bethlehem,




under the stars,




there were shepherds with their sheep.




An angel came to them.



“Do not be scared,” the angel said.
“Be glad!”







“The Savior is born!
You will find him
lying in a manger!”




And suddenly there were angels
all around!




The shepherds went to the town.
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They found Mary and Joseph
and the baby.



They went inside to see them.



They were so happy!
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Jesus had been teaching . . .



at the lake.



It was getting late.



“b. t's cross the lake,” he said.



They got the boat ready,



and they left.
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Jesus went to the back.



He lay down and went to sleep.



The wind started blowing .



It started blowing hard!



It was a big storm,



with big waves!



The boat was rocking!
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* The waves got so big that

they came into the boat!



The boat was filling up with water!




The men were scared!






They went to where Jesus was sleeping.



“Wake up!” they said.



“The boat is sinking!”



“We are going to drown!”



- —

Jesus got up.






He said to the wind, “Be still!”

“Be still!”

He said to the waves,



And the storm went away!



“Why were you scared?” Jesus said.

“I am here with you.”



“Look!” the men said. “Even the wind
and the waves do what he says!”
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One day, Jesus . ..



was with his helpers.






The people had found out where
Jesus was.



They had walked a long way to
see him.




So Jesus spent all day healing them.



Then his helpers came to him.




“It’s getting late,” they said.

“People need to go buy food.”




“No,” Jesus said, “they can stay.”



“You can give them food.”




The men stared at him.




“All we have is a little bread and fish!”
they said.




Jesus said.
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“Bring me the food




He told the people to sit down.




There were many, many people.



Jesus took the food.



“Bless this food,” he said.



He gave the food back




to his helpers,



and they gave the food to the people.

they were thinking.

t work!”

’

“This won







But it did work!



The people ate all they wanted.




The helpers picked up the
leftovers.




With a little bread and fish . . .



they had fed all those people!



And the leftovers . ..
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filled twelve big baskets!
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All day, Jesus had been talklng

to big crowds.
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They were all so tired.






“Go back across the lake,” Jesus sald
“I Wlll stay here.”




The men left in the boat.
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Jesus sent the crowds away.



Then he went to pray.



By now the boat was far from land.




It was going into the wind.



That was hard to do.



It was hard to make the boat go.
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And then—the men saw Jesus.




He was walking on the water!
It scared them. “It’s a ghost!”
they yelled.







“No, it’s I!” Jesus said. =~ =
“Don’t be scared!”



Peter said, “If you are Jesus,
tell me to come to you!”



“Come on!” said Jesus.



Peter did try, but he was too scared.



He started sinking!
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“Help!” he yelled. “Save me!”







Jesus helped Peter. He helped him
stay on top of the water.
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“Peter,” he said, “why did you
get scared?”



Jesus and Peter got into the boat.
And the wind stopped!
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“You are the Son of God!” they said.
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A STORY OF




A rich man had two sons.






The younger son said to him,
“I want my share of the money now!”



So the father gave it to him.



The younger son took all his
belongings and left home.




Soon his money was gone.






Then a famine came.



He had no food.






He got a job looking after pigs.
The pigs had food, but he didn’t!




He remembered the good food
his family ate.



So he went home.



His father saw him coming.



He ran to meet him.
He hugged and kissed him.




“I am not fit to be called your son.”






——

But the father told his sérvants,
“Go! Hurry! Get good clothes for him!”






“Start cooking! We will have a feast!”



Soon the celebrating began.
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Then the older son came.
“What is going on?” he asked.



When the servant told him, he got mad.



His father came and said,

“Come inside with us!”
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But the older son said, “I work hard!
I do what you say!”



“And you have a feast for my brother!

It’s not fair!”



“I'love you,” the father said. “Everything
I have is for you.”



“But your lost brother
has come home!

Be glad!”
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